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"Hello world."

WHAT IS POWERSHELL?

As you can see, no panic needed. But “Hello world” by itself is not really very inter-
esting. Here’s something a bit more complicated:

dir $env:windir\*.log | select-string -List error | 
format-table path,linenumber –auto

Although this is more complex, you can probably still figure out what it does. It
searches all the log files in the Windows directory, looking for the string “error”, then
prints the full name of the matching file and the matching line number. “Useful, but
not very special,” you might think, because you can easily do this using cmd.exe on
Windows or bash on UNIX. So what about the “big, really big” thing? Well, how
about this example?

([xml](new-object net.webclient).DownloadString(
"http://blogs.msdn.com/powershell/rss.aspx"
)).rss.channel.item | format-table title,link

Now we’re getting somewhere. This script downloads the RSS feed from the Power-
Shell team weblog, and then displays the title and a link for each blog entry. 

NOTE RSS stands for Really Simple Syndication. This is a mechanism that allows
programs to download web logs automatically so they can be read more
conveniently than in the browser.

By the way, you weren’t really expected to figure this example out yet. If you did, you
can move to the head of the class!

Finally, one last example:

[void][reflection.assembly]::LoadWithPartialName(
    "System.Windows.Forms")

$form = new-object Windows.Forms.Form  
$form.Text = "My First Form"
$button = new-object Windows.Forms.Button
$button.text="Push Me!"
$button.Dock="fill"
$button.add_click({$form.close()})
$form.controls.add($button)
$form.Add_Shown({$form.Activate()})
$form.ShowDialog()

This script uses the Windows Forms library (Win-
Forms) to build a graphical user interface (GUI) that
has a single button displaying the text “Push Me”.
The window this script creates is shown in figure 1.1.

When you click the button, it closes the form and
exits the script. With this you go from “Hello world”
to a GUI application in less than two pages. 

Now let’s come back down to earth for minute. The
intent of chapter 1 is to set the stage for understanding

Figure 1.1 When you run the 

code from the example, this 

window will be displayed.  If 

you don’t see it, it may be hid-

den behind another window.
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